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The Advent season is upon us again, and what a joy it is! It is a time when anticipation and reflection meet.

We turn our hearts and eyes to days gone by, when the Light of the World came into the world He created,

dwelt in it with us, and removed all of the sins of its people through His sacrifice of love, yet we also look to

how the light is shining bright in our present age among those who call Him “Messiah” and further forward to

the glorious hour of His return when His kingdom of light will cast out darkness forever. With eagerness, with

delight, with gratitude, we wait. The time is coming soon—hallelujah!

Amidst the anticipation for the Lord, we also await precious hours spent feasting, unwrapping, singing, and

laughing with those we love most. So many opportunities to experience Christmas cheer are available at

Carthage UMC, and I invite you to take a look at Page 2's list of gatherings. I am particularly excited for our

choir’s “Songs Around the Gifting Tree” worship offering on Sunday, December 21 at 6:00PM, the packing of

Christmas Eve meals for hungry members of our community on Christmas Eve morning at 8:00Am, and our

candlelight Christmas Eve services at 6:00PM and 11:00PM in the Sanctuary. 

This time of year is full of gifts and one in particular has been given to me that I am eager to share with you. 

I have recently been accepted into the Master of Arts program for 2026 at Asbury Theological Seminary in

Wilmore, Kentucky (near Lexington). As such, I will be moving to Kentucky to engage in my studies full-time

and subsequently stepping down from my role here at church. 

My final Sunday at Carthage UMC will be December 28. 

In the spirit of Advent, I gaze back at my three years here with fondness and gratitude for all of the wonderful

things the Lord has done and the people He has given me the privilege to love and serve, and I also look

forward to the new adventure that awaits me at Asbury.  

God bless each and every one of you this year and in the one to come with hope, joy, peace, and love!

Blessings,

The Time Is Coming

Kristi Huseth
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CelebrateChristmas
AT CARTHAGE UNITED METHODIST

21
DEC “SONGS AROUND THE GIFTING TREE” CANTATA • 6:00PM

The CUMC Choir is proud to present Songs Around the Gifting Tree, a cantata of holiday cheer.  Be sure
to bring along a gift with you to put under our gifting tree for members of our community in need such
as blankets, coats, toys, gift cards, and the like!

24
DEC

24
DEC CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES • 6:00PM / 11:00PM

Celebrate the birth of our beloved Savior at one of our Christmas Eve services! 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE • 6:00PM
Join us for a quiet and contemplative worship service as we recognize and honor the grief and
hardship that can come in the midst of the holiday season.22

DEC

CHRISTMAS MEALS ON WHEELS • 8:00AM
Volunteers are needed to help cook, serve, and deliver meals to members of our church and
community in need of a hot and delicious Christmas feast.  Contact Dawn Bass for details.

9
DEC YOUNG AT HEART CHRISTMAS PARTY • 11:00AM

For friends that are age 55+! Bring a finger food and a gift for Stingy Santa (i.e., something
from your home to re-gift). Donations to add to the Emmanuel House box also appreciated.

7
DEC CHRISTMAS PARADE TAILGATE • 3:30-5:30PM

Get your holly jolly on at our annual Carthage Christmas Parade Tailgate! 
Cocoa, classic Christmas tunes, and community await.
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C H U R C H  +  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S

Make this Christmas very merry for our wonderful staff! 
Gift bags with each staff member's name are in the
Gathering Area if you would like to give them a gift or
write them a note. (For checks, please make them out to
each staff member individually.) Bags will be available
until Sunday, December 21. They will be distributed to
staff after the 10:00AM service.

CUMC Staff Christmas Bags
Available in the Gathering Area

The Carthage UMC office will be closed for Christmas
break during the dates listed above. All other inquiries
will be addressed by staff upon their return in January
2026. Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year!

Christmas Office Closure
December 24 - January 5

Should you decide to give a year-end offering for 2025,
please bring it to the church office before December 30.
Offerings received by December 30 will be deposited in
2025 and will appear on 2025 contribution statements.
Offerings received after December 30 will be deposited in
2026 and will not appear on 2025 contribution
statements. Thank you for your generosity!

End of Year Offerings Reminder END OF YEAR
OFFERINGS
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

www.carthagetnumc.org

615-735-0343

608 Main Street North
P.O. Box 241
Carthage, TN 37030

carthageumcsecretary@gmail.com

Carthage United Methodist Church
Livestream, Facebook + YouTube

media.carthagetnumc@gmail.com
(General Inquiries)
(Events + Newsletter)

Frances Donaldson

Lily Turner

Avery Flemmons

Isaac Bush

Callie Rollin

Jim Cowan 

Corinne Manning 

Clara England

Tommy Parker

Tom Paschal

Tyrone Poynter

Benjamin Bass

Bonnie Grandstaff

Cecelia Hudson

Nick Baker

Jodi Gammon

Dirk Kruzan

Garrett Kemp

Tracy Banka

Stephen Laszlo

Sarah Marie Smith

Amelia Bush

Pastor Tom Pierce

Zach Upchurch

Faith Good

Rocky Good

Barbara Upchurch

Tracey Kemp

Dawn Bass

Larry Turner

Carrington Jenkins

Christina Massey

Terry Coggins

12/01

12/01 

12/02

12/03

12/04

12/04

12/04

12/06

12/07

12/07

12/07

12/08

12/09

12/10

12/11

12/13

12/14

12/15

12/17

12/17

12/18

12/19

12/19

12/20

12/21

12/21

12/22

12/24

12/27

12/28

12/29

12/29

12/31

ANNIVERSARIES

Roy and Louise Ethridge 

Rocky and Sarah Good

Glenn and Nancy Pettross

Doug and Jane deLong

12/02

12/21

12/21

12/28

DECEMBER

RECENTLY MOVED?
JUST MARRIED?
NEW MEMBER?

Contact the church office to
have your info updated!



‭CARTHAGE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH‬
‭December 2025‬

‭SUNDAY‬ ‭MONDAY‬ ‭TUESDAY‬ ‭WEDNESDAY‬ ‭THURSDAY‬ ‭FRIDAY‬ ‭SATURDAY‬
‭1‬
‭8:30 a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬
‭5 - 7 pm‬
‭The Spot‬

‭2‬
‭6 p.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬
‭7-7:30 a.m.‬
‭Morning‬
‭Prayer‬
‭Gathering‬

‭3‬ ‭8:30 a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬
‭3:00 Handbell Choir‬
‭6 p.m.‬‭Children &‬
‭Youth Group‬
‭7 p.m‬‭. Choir‬
‭7 p.m.‬‭AA‬

‭4‬
‭8-9:30am‬‭Coffee‬
‭with the Pastor‬
‭6:30‬‭p.m‬‭.‬
‭Disciple Bible‬
‭Study‬

‭5‬
‭8:30 a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬

‭6‬
‭Girl Scouts‬
‭10am -‬
‭12pm‬

‭7‬
‭8 & 10 am‬
‭Worship Service‬
‭9am‬‭Sunday‬
‭School‬
‭11am‬‭Handbell‬
‭Choir Practice‬
‭3:30-5:30‬
‭Christmas‬
‭Parade‬

‭8‬
‭8:30 a.m.‬

‭Pickleball‬
‭5 - 7 pm‬
‭The Spot‬

‭9‬
‭6 p.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬
‭7-7:30 a.m.‬
‭Morning‬
‭Prayer‬
‭Gathering‬

‭10‬ ‭8:30 a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬
‭3:00 Handbell Choir‬
‭6 p.m.‬‭Children &‬
‭Youth Group‬
‭7 p.m‬‭. Choir‬
‭7 p.m.‬‭AA‬

‭11‬
‭8-9:30am‬‭Coffee‬
‭with the Pastor‬
‭6:30‬‭p.m‬‭.‬
‭Disciple Bible‬
‭Study‬
‭Empower 5-8pm‬

‭12‬
‭8:30 a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬

‭13‬
‭9 a.m.‬
‭Shawl‬
‭Ministry‬

‭14‬
‭8 & 10 am‬
‭Worship Service‬
‭9am‬‭Sunday‬
‭School‬
‭Youth Group‬
‭Game Show and‬
‭Dinner in‬
‭Nashville‬

‭15‬
‭8:30 a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬
‭5 - 7 pm‬
‭The Spot‬

‭16‬
‭6 p.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬

‭17‬ ‭8:30‬‭a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬
‭3:00 Handbell Choir‬
‭6 p.m‬‭. Children &‬
‭Youth Group go‬
‭Caroling‬
‭7 p.m‬‭. Choir‬
‭7 p.m‬‭. AA‬

‭18‬
‭8-9:30am‬‭Coffee‬
‭with the Pastor‬
‭6:30‬‭p.m‬‭.‬
‭Disciple Bible‬
‭Study‬

‭19‬
‭8:30 a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬

‭20‬
‭Girl Scouts‬
‭10am -‬
‭12pm‬

‭21‬
‭8 & 10 am‬
‭Worship Service‬
‭9am‬‭Sunday‬
‭School‬
‭6:00 PM‬‭Gifting‬
‭Tree Service‬

‭22‬
‭8:30 a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬
‭6:00pm‬
‭Blue‬
‭Christmas‬
‭Service‬

‭23‬
‭6 p.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬
‭7-7:30 a.m.‬
‭Morning‬
‭Prayer‬
‭Gathering‬

‭24‬
‭8 am‬
‭Meals on Wheels‬
‭for Christmas‬
‭6pm & 11pm‬
‭Christmas Eve‬
‭Candlelight Service‬

‭25‬
‭Christmas‬

‭🎄‬
‭26‬
‭8:30 a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬

‭27‬

‭28‬
‭8 & 10 am‬
‭Worship Service‬
‭9am‬‭Sunday‬
‭School‬

‭29‬
‭8:30 a.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬

‭30‬
‭6 p.m.‬
‭Pickleball‬

‭31‬
‭New Years Eve‬

‭🎉‬

‭*Bert Cobble Singers Dinner Show: December 11-13‬
‭*Church office CLOSED: December 24 - January 5th‬


