
 

Happy February! This is the month that is often associated with love so let’s talk about love in light of the 
season. Paul wrote one of the most widely recognized thoughts on love. You can find it in the First Letter to the 
Church in Corinth, chapter 13. Although the passage is often utilized in wedding ceremonies, Paul was not 
writing about “that” kind of love. Love between a man and woman is friendly, passionate and intimate, between 
equals. The Greek words being “eros” or philos.” Paul uses the word “agape” throughout for the English word, 
love. Agape is the unconditional love of God for his children want nothing but good for them. Agape love is 
giving, sacrificing for one another. This type of love asks for nothing in return. 
 
In the vein of asking all of us, as a church, together, to engage in reading scripture more; studying it for more 
understanding here is a challenge for February: 
 

 Read this passage daily, weekly, as much as you can make time for.  

 Substitute the word “love” with the word “agape.” 

 Each time you read it, put the face of someone in your mind that needs God’s Holy love as you read it. 

 Ask God how you can be involved in that transfer. 
 

1 If I speak with human eloquence and angelic ecstasy but don t̃ have agape for another, I m̃ nothing but the 

creaking of a rusty gate. 

2 If I speak God s̃ Word with power, revealing all his mysteries and making everything plain as day, and if I 

have faith that says to a mountain, J̆ump,” and it jumps, but I dont̃ give agape to another, I m̃ nothing. 

3-7 If I give everything I own to the poor and even go to the stake to be burned as a martyr, but I don t̃ show 

agape to one in need, I ṽe gotten nowhere.  

So, no matter what I say, what I believe, and what I do, I m̃ bankrupt without Godôs Holy Love, agape. 

Agape never gives up. 
Agape cares more for others than for self. 

Agape doesn t̃ want what it doesn t̃ have. 

Agape doesn t̃ strut, 

Doesn t̃ have a swelled head, 

Doesn t̃ force itself on others, 

Isn t̃ always m̆e first,” 

Doesn t̃ fly off the handle, 

Doesn t̃ keep score of the sins of others, 

Doesn t̃ revel when others grovel, 

Takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
Puts up with anything, 
Trusts God always, 
Always looks for the best, 
Never looks back, 
But keeps going to the end. 
8-10 Agape never dies. Inspired speech will be over some day; praying in tongues will end; understanding will 
reach its limit. We know only a portion of the truth, and what we say about God is always incomplete. But when 
the Son of God arrives, our incompletes will be canceled. 

11 When I was an infant at my mother s̃ breast, I gurgled and cooed like any infant. When I grew up, I left 

those infant ways for good. 12 We don t̃ yet see things clearly. We r̃e squinting in a fog, peering through a 



mist. But it won t̃ be long before the weather clears and the sun shines bright! We l̃l see it all then, see it all as 

clearly as God sees us, knowing him directly just as he knows us! 13 But for right now, until that completeness, 
we have three things to do to lead us toward that consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, 
offer Holy Love; agape extravagantly.  
 
 

The best of the three is love. 

 
Pastor  Monica  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS:  
 

        
 
 
Remember the Quarantine Questionnaire notebooks from last summer? 
You know, the ones the youth handed out at the beginning of June 2020? 
We thought the pandemic would be over by the start of school in August and we would have these funny 
anecdotes and them songs to ‘help us remember’ what it was like to be quarantined??? REALLY?!?! How 
could we have ever known that this pandemic would still be affecting our lives and schedules today in February 
of 2021? Over the next couple of monthly newsletters, we will be sharing some of the answers from those who 
received and wrote in these special notebooks. Special thanks to those who participate – one last plea for the 
return of the other notebook as there were two and only one came back – so, enjoy a little lighthearted reading 
from you fellow church members. 
 
Question – What is your FUNNIEST memory from the time in isolation? 
Answers:  

¶ We laughed a lot trying to make a perfect video for church, we decided we were not perfect and 
just had to let it go!!! Emme laughed at us A LOT, which made us laugh! 

¶ My parents would often swing by to drop off this or that and since we couldn’t be close to 
anyone, they would stand in the front yard and Trinity and I would open our windows and that is 
how we would visit. One day Dad showed up wearing a pull-up over his head and face for a 
laugh – it worked!!! J 

         
Question – What surprised you about your time in quarantine? 
Answers: 

¶ What surprised us the most was how much we enjoyed slowing down & being home together. How 
much we got done around the house we had been putting off. It surprised us how velnerable we are, 
how confusing and debatable this pandemic is, how deceiving the media can be. 

¶ How easy it is to forget what day of the week it is! 

 

                                                                           

M ia Miller , Director of Youth Ministries 

Mia Miller 
Email: carthageyouth@gmail.com 
Text: 615-418-7503                      
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CHILDRENõS MINISTRY NEWS   

Hi friends! Happy February and blessings from the Children`s Ministry! We are so grateful for the blessings the 
first month of 2021 has brought us and are excited to see what this month brings! A few bullet point highlights 
of what we are looking forward to and the many ways you can as the church be a part of working with the 
children`s ministry! 
-If you are a parent of a child in children`s ministry we will have upcoming opportunities for the children to 
serve during worship services during the Lenten season and also some outreach and mission offerings, please 
be watching your email inbox and the remind app for details.  
-If you are a parent of a child who was part of the 2020 confirmation class please be looking for an email and a 
letter in the mail in the next 1-2 weeks for details on how we will be preparing to make plans to finish our 
program that we had to put on hold because of COVID. 
-If you are a member of the church we need your help! We are currently searching for a nursery coordinator 
but until we find one we are very much needing volunteers to assist in the nursery on Wednesday nights 
especially from 5-8 and Sunday mornings from 930-11. We would love to have a base of volunteers we can 
rotate as we need them. Any help you can provide at all would be so 
appreciated. If you can help in anyway please contact the church office. 
 
Finally a personal note from Ms. Nicole, thank you so much to all who showed kindness and appreciation to 
me during the Christmas season, your gifts of all kinds meant so much and for all of them I am so thankful. 
 
As always thank you for being a church that loves and supports the children`s ministry and if you have any 
questions, concerns, or ideas, please feel free to contact Ms. Nicole. 
 
 
                                        

                           
                                                                                       

BLESSINGS FROM CHILDRENõS MINISTRIES 

Ms. Nicole, Mrs. Jodi, and the kidd os  

 

 

 



MUSIC NEWS:  

First, a disclaimer -  I'm  not  trying to win points with our resident "Gaither"  aficionado, but I 

admit that one of their songs has been on my mind.   Believe it or not, we are entering our 
season of Lent/Easter, so as I started writing this, I heard  "the world behind me, the cross 
before me... no turning back, no tu rning back".   
 

We are planning another scripture and songs (similar to Lessons and Carols at Christmas) focused 

on leading us to the cross and the empty grave.   Just like Christmas, I need many of you to offer 

your talents to this effort.   Vocalists and instrumentalists are all needed.   If you will help, please 

let the church office know and they will communicate with me.   Or feel free to email me 

at  jennifer2572@att.net . 

 

One final thought, that simple lyric raised  a hallelujah in my spirit, because it made so thankful 

the He didn't turn back when the cross was before Him... aren't you?  

 

"...But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate who pleads our case before the Father.   He is 

Jesus Christ, the One who is truly r ighteous.   He, Himself, is the sacrifice that atones for our sins 

-  and not only our sins, but the sins of all the world."    1 John 2:1 -2  

 

Jennifer Perry,  

Music Director  

 

SU BMISSIONS:  

 

Persecuted Christians : 

Every year Open Doors Ministry posts a list of the top 10 most dangerous countries to practice Christianity.  

Sources of persecution include religious nationalism, Islamic oppression, Communist/post-Communist 

oppression, dictatorial oppression/paranoia & ethnic antagonism.  This yearôs list is as follows:  

1. North Korea  
2. Afghanistan 

3. Somalia 

4. Libya 

5. Pakistan 

6. Eritrea 

7. Yemen 

8. Iran 

9. Nigeria 

10. India 

 

Submitted by:    

Jill Garner  
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Many of you may have known but in case you didnõt, I 

became very ill the week of Christmas with a non-Covid 

illness that lasted through the first week of January. I 

appreciate the prayers, soup, etc. I am back 100% and 

couldnõt have done it without all the staff that stepped 

up and did more than usual, taking on extra roles to 

make worship happen in a very busy season. A special 

thanks to Nicole and Deanna who ran interference while 

I was down so I could rest. I also thank all of that 

preached, and covered for me in other ways. Typically I 

write individual Christmas thank you notes for the very 

generous and thoughtful gifts I receive at Christmas. It is 

February and I have yet to get that far in catching up. 

Please know, I am forever thankful and grateful for each 

and every gift I received. This church family is the best! 

Rev. Monica Mowdy  

CUMC, 
First off I would like to thank you for the 
post cards that you have sent over the 
past 3 years I have been serving on the 
USS Ronald Reagan. I just wanted to let 
you know that the letters you all send 
made my day while I was under way & 
deployed. Also my time is coming to an 
end out here in Japan and will be 
heading out to San Diego, CA on a 
cruiser out there. So my address will be 
changing here very shortly. Once again 
I’d just like to say thank you! God Bless 
you all and GO BIG OWLS & GO VOLS! 

- EM2 Kemp, Bailey 



         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Leann Lavender 2/01  

James Clemons 2/02  

Tynleigh Upchurch 2/03  

Charlie Beth Davis 2/06  

Lucas Wakefield 2/06  

Jacky Bellar 2/08  

Lisa Flemmons 2/08  

Lauren Carlyle 2/09  

Ella Dixon 2/09  

Marie Roberts 2/10  

John Donaldson 2/13  

Anna Hudson 2/14  

Nina Morris 2/15  

Jorja Summers 2/17  

Nancy Carter 2/18  

Tina Jenkins 2/18  

Melanie Lancaster 2/18  

Rebecca Paschal 2/18  

Rachel Kemp 2/19  

Holleigh Upchurch 2/19  

Augusta Long 2/22  

Ronnie Russell 2/23 

Monica Mowdy 2/24  

Salter Rackley 2/26  

Jack Sanders 2/27  

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Luke Wyatt 3/01  

Mike Lytle 3/03  

Missy Baker 3/04  

Maxwell Long 3/05  

Carol McDonald 3/05  

Jude Summers 3/05  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            
 
 

                    

                        
      Be sure to like us on Facebook:  

 
Carthage United Methodist Church  

@CarthageUMCtn  

 

CUMC EMAIL: 

carthageumcsecretary@gmail.com  

 

CUMC WEBSITE: 

www.carthagetnumc.org  

 

CUMC OFFICE: 

615-735-0343 

FEBRUARY 

 ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Dennis & Tracy Banka 2/14  

Phillip & Valerie Upchurch 2/16  

 

 

MARCH 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Don & Phyllis Eckel 3/01  

 

HAPPY 

ANNIVERSARY!!  

       IMPORTANT DATES 

IN FEBRUARY  

¶ Monday, 2/15 ð 

Presidentsõ Day ð 

Church Office 

Closed  

 

¶ Tuesday, 2/16 ð Fat 

Tuesday  

 

¶ Wednesday, 2/17 ð 

Ash Wednesday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:carthageumcsecretary@gmail.com
http://www.carthagetnumc.org/

